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COP30: Critical
taking stock 10
years on from the
Paris Agreement

~Open and free activity
~18:00h
~Miramar Palace, San Sebastián or online

Lecture by María José Sanz, Scientific Director of the Basque
Centre for Climate Change and Ikerbasque Professor.

"COP30, new undertakings and persisting gaps in a complex
context where transitions advance".

16.Dec 2025

Cod. W13-25

Mod.:
Streaming Face-to-face

Edition
2025

Activity type
Open activity

Date
16.Dec 2025

Location
Miramar Palace

Languages
Spanish
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Description
COP30 in Belém do Pará (Brazil) ended with a mixed result: progress on some fronts, but with important
gaps that are still undermining the path towards the goal of 1.5 ºC. One of the main milestones of the
summit – which coincided with the tenth anniversary of the Paris Agreement – was the unveiling the new
Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) which sought to increase the ambition of the earlier ones.
Even though many countries bolstered their commitments, the overall level of ambition continues to be
insufficient to meet to the climate emergency.

One of the most visible aspects was the spotlight on the Amazon region and tropical forests. The
Brazilian presidency was the driving force behind agreements aimed at bolstering their protection
against deforestation and at mobilising specific funding; however, differences between countries meant
that agreement was not reached on certain mechanisms. Progress was also made in the areas of
adaptation, losses and damages, but the associated funding continues to be a far call from the recently
estimated needs; that generates ongoing tension between the more industrialised countries and the less
industrialised and more vulnerable ones.

Maria José Sanz, scientific director at BC3, will analyse those results and what they imply for
international climate architecture in the current complex geopolitical context. The progress made will be
discussed, along with the pending areas and the challenges that will affect negotiations in the coming
years, particularly as regards the energy transition, climate funding and protecting strategic
ecosystems, such as the tropical biomass, like the Amazon.

Objectives

-
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Program

16-12-2025

18:00 - 19:15 “COP30: balance crítico 10 años después del Acuerdo de París“

María José Sanz Sánchez | BC3 - Basque Centre for Climate Change - Directora Científica
del Centro Vasco de Cambio Climático

 Eva Caballero kazetariak hizlariarekin elkarrizketa izango du hitzaldia
amaitutakoan / La periodista Eva Caballero mantendrá un diálogo con ela
ponente una vez finalizada la conferencia
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Teachers

María José Sanz Sánchez

BC3, Basque Centre for Climate Change, Scientific Director

Ikerbasque Professor and Scientific Director of the Basque Centre for Climate Change (2016-). She
graduated at University of Valencia and post-doct in the Arizona State University. She has worked on
research and research-policy at national and international level. She has also worked at Mediterranean
Center for Environmental Studies (CEAM) until 2007. She was Senior Officer positions at the secretariat
of the UNFCCC supporting climate change negotiations (2007-2011), and at FAO as Program
Coordinator of the UNREDD Programme (2012-2015). She held the High Distinction for Scientific Merit
of the Generalitat Valenciana (2019). Dr. Sanz has worked extensively on air pollution and climate
change and environment issues for 30 years. She has published over 150 scientific papers, among other
in Nature, Nature Climate Change and PNAS, and is recognized as an expert in land use and climate
change issues. She has been an advisor to and collaborated with many national and international
organizations (World Bank, UNDP, UNEP, UNFCCC secretariat, Meridian Institute, the European
Commission, the Green Climate Fund and the governments of Spain), and several of its regional
governments, Japan, US, and several developing country governments.
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Place

Miramar Palace

Pº de Miraconcha nº 48. Donostia / San Sebastián

Gipuzkoa


