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Description
There is a school of thought in criminology, little known in our context, called “Convict Criminology.” As
explained by its international organization, it arose from the frustration of students and professors who
had been imprisoned for certain crimes related to drug trafficking or protests in the turbulent 1970s in
the Anglo-Saxon world. The members of Convict Criminology, with their lived experience within the
criminal justice system, reformulated some of their assumptions and also collaborated with people in
prison to better understand how we can improve the criminal justice system.

Convict Criminology (CC) held its first session at the American Society of Criminology (ASC) in 1997,
when the first academic works began to appear, joined by convicted individuals who, after entering
prison, carried out research and, subsequently, academic activities in various countries.

This Summer Course is based on a question that, during a visit to a closed juvenile detention center, a
juvenile inmate asked the criminology students from the University of the Basque Country: “Do you
spend four years studying why people commit crimes? I already know why I committed mine.” Starting
from the assumption that the question and the answer are more complex than they appear, in this new
edition of the summer course for inmates, we will engage in a participatory discussion, in a circle of
dialogue, between inmates and criminology students, also with the participation of some victims, on the
causes of different types of crime and ways of repairing and preventing them, while also addressing the
role of academic education in prison and how we can continue to learn and collaborate at this
crossroads between experts from different sides, but always from a horizontal perspective that is
respectful, open to knowledge and human rights ethics, and questioning of assumptions.

Objectives

Exchanging knowledge and experiences among students, teachers, internal staff, and victims.

To provide a space for receiving new proposals for the collaboration between the university and the
prison.

In collaboration with

https://www.euskadi.eus/gobierno-vasco/departamento-justicia-derechos-humanos/
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Directed by

Gemma Maria Varona Martínez

IVAC KREI

Gema Varona Martínez (Madrid, 1969) is director of the Basque Institute of
Criminology/Kriminologiaren Euskal Institutua (Donostia/San Sebastián, University of the Basque
Country), where she coordinates the Laboratory of Theory and Practice of Restorative Justice
(https://www.ehu.eus/es/web/ivac/sarrera), which directs the Technical Secretariat of the Basque Forum
of Restorative Justice promoted by the Basque Government. member of the Basque Academy of Science,
PhD in Law, Diploma in Criminology and Master in Legal Sociology, she teaches Criminal Policy and
Victimology at the Faculty of Law (UPV/EHU), co-directs the Postgraduate course “Working with
victims” (UPV/EHU) and is co-editor of the Journal of Victimology/Journal of Victimology. Principal
researcher in several projects (among them, in addition to those on interpersonal, political and
environmental violence, currently one of the Ministry of Science on institutional victimisation), she is
president of the World Society of Victimology, and author of monographs, chapters and articles in
specialized journals (her most recent publications can be found at
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2794-2239
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Place

Martutene prison

Paseo de Martutene, 1, 20014 Donostia/San Sebastián

Gipuzkoa


