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Description
Family court proceedings in cases of what is described as “high interparental conflict” are wrongly labelled, as they often expose deep systemic inequalities and weaknesses that affect the health and well-being of abused women and children. Violence against women and children (VAWC) is not only a private tragedy but a global public health crisis and a violation of human rights. WHO estimates that one in three women worldwide experience physical or sexual violence in their lifetime, and up to one billion children suffer violence or neglect annually. These harms are compounded when courts rely on pseudo-concepts such as “parental alienation,” dismissing credible abuse allegations and perpetuating cycles of victimisation.
This Summer School will explore law as both a social determinant of health and a remedy for health inequalities. Through a hybrid format combining expert lectures, participatory labs, and international perspectives, participants will examine trauma-informed approaches, systemic failures in family justice, and strategies for implementing ACTA (anti-corruption, transparency, accountability) measures to strengthen family court systems. The course aims to co-create practical tools and advocacy frameworks that prioritise safety, equity, and humane health outcomes for women and children in the Spanish Family Courts and beyond.

Objectives
1. Examine violence against women and children (VAWC) as a global public health and human rights issue.
1. Explore law as both a social determinant of health and a tool for reducing health inequalities.
2. Identify systemic failures in family law/justice and their health impacts, including misuse of pseudo-concepts like “parental alienation.”
3. Co-create participatory solutions for safer systems and protective policies, incorporating ACTA (anti-corruption, transparency, accountability) measures.
Context
· Key Quotes:
“Law is both a social determinant of health and a remedy for addressing health inequalities.” -  Prof. Dame Hazel Genn
“The seeds of success in every nation on earth are best planted in women and children.”  - Joyce Banda
· WHO Data: 
· 1 in 3 women globally experience physical and/or sexual violence in their lifetime.
· Up to 1 billion children suffer violence or neglect annually.
· UN Report (2023): Highlights systemic dismissal of abuse allegations in custody cases and misuse of “parental alienation,” leading to double victimisation.


Program 
09-07-2026
09:00 - 09:15 Welcome and Registration  
09:15 - 09:30 Presentation by Izaskun Porres Garcia 
Language: Spanish (English subtitles available for those connecting online)
Izaskun Porres García |Lawyer and Economist – Basque Institute of Criminology - Director of the Course
09:30 – 10:30 Institutional gender violence and vicarious violence in Spanish Family Courts Language: Spanish (English subtitles available for those connecting online)
Ana Mª González Ortiz & Francisca Granados | Directors of “Encuentros VVVI”(Gatherings for the Eradication of Institutional Gender-Based Violence and Vicarious Violence in Spain). 
10:30 - 11:00 Break 
11:00 - 12:00  Global insights: Pseudoscience, health impacts and human rights 
English Simultaneous translation: Spanish 
Elizabeth Dalgarno | Manchester university – Public Health lecturer and world-leading educator, researcher and advocate in health and justice relating to women and children. Director and founder of SHERA family research group (Participation by zoom) 
This session will critically examine how pseudoscientific concepts infiltrate family court systems worldwide, undermining evidence-based practice and violating fundamental human rights. It will highlight the global misuse of theories such as “parental alienation” and other unvalidated constructs that perpetuate harm against women and children.
Key Themes
Pseudoscience in Family Courts:
How unvalidated psychological theories gain traction in legal systems and influence custody decisions.
Health Impacts:
The physical and psychological consequences for women and children when courts dismiss abuse allegations and prioritise contact over safety.
Human Rights Violations:
Analysis of international frameworks (UN, WHO, CEDAW) and how systemic failures in family justice breach these obligations.
Global Case Studies:
Comparative insights from Europe, North America, and Latin America on the spread of pseudo-concepts and their impact on public health.
Learning Objectives
1. Understand the mechanisms by which pseudoscience infiltrates judicial decision-making.
1. Identify the health and human rights consequences of these practices.
2. Explore strategies for advocacy and reform grounded in evidence-based, trauma-informed approaches.

12:00 - 13:00 Masculinity, Power, and Violence: How Androcentric Culture Shapes Family Court Outcomes
Language: Spanish (English subtitles available for those connecting online)
Miguel Lorente Acosta | Forensic doctor, university professor, and one of the country's leading experts on gender-based violence and machismo. He served as Spain's Government Delegate for Gender Violence from 2008 to 2011.  (Participation by zoom) 
13:00 - 14:00 Workshop: Co-creating tools for safer systems and protective policies
Raquel Bouza-Brey Coronado | Equals, Institute for Masculinities and Equality – Consultant
Language: Spanish (English subtitles available for those connecting online)
Ruth Ann Stearns | Safe & Together Institute – Consultant (Participation by zoom)
Language: English Simultaneous translation: Spanish 
10-07-2026 
09:15 - 10:15 Trauma-Informed Assessment in Family Courts: Using Evidence-Based Tools to Protect Children 
Language: Spanish (English subtitles available for those connecting online)
Natalia Hidalgo Ruzzante | University of Granada – PhD in Psychology and Senior Lecturer in the Department of Developmental and Educational Psychology. Researcher at the Centre for Mind, Brain and Behaviour, University of Granada.
Key Themes
The exposure of children to gender-based violence is a form of child abuse and, in the context of vicarious violence, a form of harm deliberately inflicted in order to harm the mother through her children. International evidence shows that violence against women and that suffered by their children (as victims of such violence) often co-occur and are associated with a high burden of psychopathology, including internalising symptoms (anxiety, depression, fear, suicidal ideation) and externalising symptoms (aggressive and disruptive behaviours), as well as a high prevalence of post-traumatic stress. Added to this are cerebral and neuropsychological consequences: alterations in structures key to emotional regulation (amygdala, hippocampus, prefrontal cortex), deficits in executive functions, memory, attention, language and IQ, with clear repercussions on academic performance, school adjustment and everyday functioning.
On this basis, the conference proposes a trauma-sensitive assessment approach. The risks of interpreting children’s symptoms without taking these sequelae into account (for example, mistaking traumatic reactions for disobedience or manipulation) will be discussed, and practical implications will be raised when deciding on custody arrangements, visiting rights and protection measures, emphasising how a trauma-sensitive assessment can help prevent revictimisation.

10:15 - 11:15 Coercive control theory and application in family courts 
Language: English Simultaneous translation: Spanish 
Nic Robson | SHERA family research group - Universidad de Manchester Grupo de Investigación. Researcher and lecturer working at the intersection of forensic psychology, public health, and the justice system. Her research focuses on coercive control, domestic abuse, and the experiences of victim-survivors and children in systems such as family court. 

11:15 - 11:45 Break 
11:45 - 12:45 International Roundtable ACTA (AntiCorruption, Transparency and Accountability)  measures for family justice system strengthening – Global speakers  
Language: Spanish and English (English will be simultaneously translated into Spanish and English subtitles will be available for those connecting online)
Raquel Bouza-Brey Coronado | Equals, Institute for Masculinities and Equality – Consultant
Dr Adrienne Barnett  | Senior Lecturer in Law at Brunel University London. Dr Barnett practised as a barrister in London for over 30 years, for 25 of which she specialised in Family Law.  She currently serves as a Reader in Law at Brunel University London, where she specializes in researching domestic abuse, parental alienation, and child protection within the family court system.
Dr Tamara Amoroso | Brazilian legal scholar, human rights expert, and feminist advocate specializing in women's rights and gender justice. With over two decades of experience bridging academic research and activism, she focuses heavily on gender-based violence, systemic legal gaps, and discriminatory media representations. 
Blanca Tulleuda  | Mother of five, economist and IT specialist. Survivor of domestic violence, as well as vicarious and institutional violence. Activist at @labirabola, an initiative and personal project dedicated to raising awareness and eradicating vicarious and institutional gender-based violence through art.
María Belen Villalobos  | Mother of two, works as an equality officer and she is committed to her history and her identity as a victim. She works towards the eradication of vicarious and institutional gender-based violence, as well as on accompanying and supporting women and their daughters and/or sons.
Dr Elizabeth Dalgarno | Universidad de Manchester - Director and founder of SHERA family research group,  a global collective that investigates how family court systems and institutional processes impact the health and human rights of women and children. A prominent British academic, health researcher, and advocate specializing in global women's health, human rights, and domestic abuse.

12:45 - 13:30 Summary and conclusions
Language: Spanish (English subtitles available for those connecting online)
María José Barbarin Urquiaga | Judge at the Provincial Court of Gipuzkoa/ Member of the Judicial Observatory on Gender-Based Violence. 


